

















There followed a vigorous discussion with
guestions and varying opinions fired at the
lecturer. One member of the audience
guestioned (in fact) Pugin’s design of St
Augustine’s, calling it “a work of self-indulgence
- for instance if you were in the aisles you
couldn’t see what was going on - it didn’t
work...”

Nick: In mediaeval times you couldn't see
through the screen anyway... the clergy were
separated.

Audience (or one member of): The Grange
doesn’t seem very medizeval. Was he thinking of
his family, and not his Gothic principles when he
built it? -

Nick: The house was certainly-set up for utility. St
Marie's is of course more Iimmediately
recognisable as a mediaeval house than the
Grange. |

Audience (the new proposed extension to the
V&A had been mentioned): Would you comment
on the V&A plan?

Nick: All new building tends to offend, like the
Eiffel Tower, now a symbol of France. | like the
idea of encouraging new ideas — the extension to
the National Gallery by contrast is rather dull. Of
course, what is good or bad is not immediately
recognisable. |t takes time to see this. In
mediaeval times there was a sense of the
community all building together. There was not
an outraged criticism of a new building. Today
we have the separation of users and producers.
The Arts and Crafts movement however didn’t
seem to have that problem, incidentally.

Audience: If Pugin was living today, would he be
the same in character?

Nick: | see him as a pop star — he was a self-
publicist — a Picasso, equally exposing himself to
mankind all his life — wanting people to see all he
did. He was a social reformer. His satiric etchings
are as much to do with society as with
architecture.

Audience: Pugin seemed to think he really was
creating the real thing with his Gothic...

Nick:. We know very few architects’ names of the
mediaeval time. [t was only in the nineteenth

Volume 1 Number 2

century that architecture became a profession in
itself and not connected solely with the building
profession. Pugin put the cat among the pigeons
to such an extent that the echoes are still around
today.

» Michael Blaker
Round and About

By A. Goth

It bhas been brought to our attention that Augustus and
Jane Pugin have recently been seen just outside the south
porch of St Augustine’s; Augustus Pugin appeared to
show some annoyance at the sight of a large party of
sightseers who had presumed to come into the churchyard
and spoke out in no uncertain terms...

In fact, this vignette, in which our Chairman played the
part of Jane Pugin, was part of the Ramsgate Spring
Festival, in which two guided walks were organised, in
the course of which celebrated residents or visitors to
Ramsgate appeared at intervals, costumed, to talk
appropriately about themselves. These were enjovable
and informative occasions.

Society treasurer Oonagh Robertson recently holidaved in
County Wexford visiting many Pugin churches and, inter alia,
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The crossing of the recently renovated St Aidan’ Cathedral, Enniscorthy,
Eire; dedicated 1846; work completed and many of the original fittings
restored in December 1994.




PUgins Boats

: and a boat” ! reveals the two deepest passions
of his life. From boyhood he had an insatiable love for the
sea which Clive Wainwright % suggests began during a
stay at Christchurch Hampshire, in 1825 while
convalescing from an illness. Certainly by the age of
seventeen he had bought his first boat and was
determined to be a sailor, much to the disgust of his
parents. John Hardman Powell 3 in bis memoir of Pugin
at Ramsgate says: “Pugin was a sailor, not only in
appearance but in habit of life”, and adds that, “In crises
be fell back into sailor life, and cursed freely though
unconsciously.” From stories handed down by his friends
bhe was never so happy as when in the company of
fishermen and sailors. In fact he was often mistaken for
a sailor off some fishing smack or coastal craft. His early
years on the sea and his narrow escape from death in a
shipwreck off the coast of Scotland in 1830, helped to
form his character and influenced his whole life.

His biographer Benjamin Ferrey describes his early
interest in boats: |

Regardless of the eminent position which laid within his
reach, he made up bis mind to go to sea. First, owner of a
small boat which be kept for his own pleasure, he
successively commanded a smack and afterwards a schooner
in which amongst other merchandise be generally managed
to bring over many interesting carvings and other antiquities
purchased in the old stores of Holland and Flanders. *

Ferrey muddles the types of boat, but Pugin undoubtedly
used his first boat mainly for coastal expeditions. He
describes in bis autobiography for May 1831 a five day
excursion in this boat:

Tuesday 3 am. Started from Westminster Bridge in my own
boat, Elizabeth, for an excursion (sic) on the water at 3 pm.
Brough (sic) up at Woolich (sic) at 9 am.

Wednesday 3. Get under weigh at 6 am and reach Holy
Haven at 1 pm proceded (sic) round Cavey (sic) Island and
ran aground in sight of Leigh; lay aground all night but got
off with belp the next morning.

Thursday 4. Crossed over to Sheerness, wind blowing hard
from the south. Lay astern of a fishing boat all night. About
9 o’clock it blew a gale of wind which lasted all night.

Friday 5. At § am the weather moderated a little, got under
weigh and proceeded to Chatham. Brought up astern of a
Chain lighter in Salpen reach at high water. Proceded (sic)
about 2 o’clock, reached Rochester at 4 and went through
the tunnel to Gravesend where we brought up for the night
at half past nine.

Saturday 6. Left Gravesend at 6 am. Brought up to Erith,
wind westerly at 12 o’clock. The wind shifted to eastward,
got again under weigh and reached Westminster at 6 o’clock
pm. A man named Ward accompanied me all the way and
we only landed once the whole time. >

A

Two boats (Ferrey p. 149)

Ferrey includes an engraving of Pugin’s earlier boats in bis
biography. ¢ One is a cutter-rigged yacht, and the other a
two-masted schooner. It is difficult to know which bhe
owned first, or whether he owned both at the same time.
What is certain is that once he had taken Ellington
Cottage at St Lawrence near Ramsgate in 1833 he had
ample opportunity to berth a boat in the harbour there.
Ramsgate harbour in the 1830s and 40s must have been
a fascinating place for a ship-lover like Pugin. There was
always a constantly changing succession of craft, from
Boulogne and Etaples two-masted luggers, to clinker built
Hastings luggers, trawlers from Yarmouth, Brixham
smacks, and Brighton hoggies. The bluff-built, brown-
bulled, red-sailed Deal hovelling luggers must have
appealed to Pugin’s sense of line and colour.

A Deal Lugger (Inshore Craft of Great Britain, Edgar J. March)

DEAL. LUGGER
Forecastle oféck

Sheer ﬂ Plan ﬂ
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Sheer and half-Lireadth plany of fare-peaker Deal lugger, 1848
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In fact when in 1849 Pugin bought his most substantial
boat 7 it was a Deal lugger. In a letter to his friend John
Hardman he writes:
I have got some money from Mr. Luck and we are going to
buy the finest lugger in the port at a price that ought to bring

in 100 per cent .... we must fish in spring and autumn and
make an excursion boat in the beight of summer ....°

He illustrates the letter with a sketch, and in another
letter to Hardman gives us an even better picture:

I have got a boat fit for any work. She is just 6 inches longer
than my studio 40 feet 6 inches and will carry 36 tons — I
shall bave a red cross painted on the foresail. ”

In the early nineteenth century a big first-class lugger was
38 ft long, extreme beam 12 ft 3 inches, with a depth of
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