












































ST LAWRENCE CHURCH, TUBNEY

by Keith Triplow, Rector

On 16th February 1997 a service was held at St Lawrence Church, Tubney, to celebrate its 150th
Anniversary (as we announced in the last issue but one of True Principles). This was a very special
occasion, and the Abingdon Herald reported that the Bishop of Oxford, the Right Reverend Richard
Harries, recreated for the packed congregation some of the local events of 1847 — in particular how a
small fire broke out in the then Bishop of Oxford’s palace at Cuddesdon while he was consecrating the
church at Tubney. For us, of course, the significance of St Lawrence is that it was designed by A. W.N.
Pugin, and built by George Myers, despite its being an Anglican church. The Revd Keith Triplow, Rector
of St Lawrence, has sent us the following fascinating material relating to the commencement of building

in 1844.

For over two hundred years the little parish of
Tubney near Oxford was in the anomalous
situation of having a Rector but no church, the
original church building having fallen into disuse.
During the late 1830s, a petition from the
inhabitants requesting the building of a new
church was presented to the Bishop of Oxford
and forwarded by him to the patrons of the living,
the President and Fellows of Magdalen College,
who agreed that a church should be built for a
cost of some £600 of which the College agreed
to donate £200. Building was commenced in
1844, the architect being A.W.N. Pugin, and the
builder George Myers.

Several documents relating to the building of the
new church survive In Magdalen College
archives, and | reproduce some of them here by
Kind permission of the President and Fellows of
Magdalen College, Oxford.

Letter (undated) from Pugin to Rev. J.R. Bloxam,
Senior Bursar of Magdalen College, Oxford:

Rev. and Dear Mr. Bloxham [sic]

I herewith send you a sketch of your small Church, I
have set it out on a working scale and gone over it
most carefully with Myers, and I find it will cost with
the greatest economy £596 including a plain stone
Pulpit and Altar. 1 first drew it out with a Tower (Fig.
1), but it then cost £845, so I have altered it into a
Belfrey (Fig. 2). I bave supposed the Floor of Church
Chancel and Porch to be laid with plain tiles. You will
perceive I have a good Chancel and a Vestry with a fire
place, you will have to take the usual commission into
consideration, but there will not be any travelling
expenses, as I shall make the.journeys to the College
Gateway answer both ends. If you approve of the plan,
the sooner we start the work the better so as to get the
roof on early. I can send you the working drawings by
the beginning of next week. I need not say that you can

rely on this estimate, which is calculated for a level site,
so in selecting the situation bear in mind to get nearly
a flat piece of ground. You will afterwards have to
build a boundary wall round the Churchyard, and
make a drain round the Church, but these will be
trifling matters, and can be done by any country
mason. I have this day returned in a parcel, all the
books you were kind enough to lend me.

I remain with respect,

Your Obdt. and faithful Sert.
A. W. Pugin

A pair of plain Candlesticks for your room table will
come in the box with the books.
It appears that Pugin’s original thoughts on the
design included a tower but he settled for a
smaller church with bell turret as can be seen
from the reproductions of his sketches.

Fig. 1

Letter from George Myers:

July 1st. 1844
9 Laurie Terrace.
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