
Press Release 

Mistley Caroe Gothic Society 
The inaugural lecture by Rosemary Hill will take place at 6pm on 

Saturday 19th September 2015 

in William D Caroe’s beautiful Arts & Crafts Church Hall, 

New Road, Mistley, Essex CO11 1ER 
 

In November 2011, David G.A. Stephenson organised a Centenary celebration of 

architect W.D. Caroe’s Hall (usually known as The Institute); as a follow-up to this, he 

has now formed a Society to honour Caroe & all things Gothic. It was A.W.N. Pugin 

(1812-1852) and John Ruskin (1819-1900) who did so much to champion Gothic 

architecture, honest craftsmanship and truth to materials in the 19th century. Pugin’s 

books Contrasts and True Principles of Pointed or Christian Architecture (along with 

his numerous architectural commissions, including the Houses of Parliament) and 

Ruskin’s writings (most notably ‘The Nature of Gothic’ from The Stones of Venice) had 

a huge influence on both the Gothic Revival and the Arts & Crafts Movement. 

Today, we seem to be in a world more Gothic than ever: who can escape Batman’s 

Gotham (or indeed, the American crime-drama Gotham)? BBC television has 

recently given us Jonathan Strange & Mr Norrell; this year’s Glastonbury festival 

featured Florence’s Pre-Raphaelite looks and energy; in the cinema we have had 

Mike Leigh’s Mr Turner and Emma Thompson’s Effie Gray. 

   

2007 saw the publication of the prize-winning book on Pugin, God’s Architect and 

the Building of Romantic Britain, written by the well-known historian and scholar 

Rosemary Hill. She has kindly agreed to give the inaugural lecture of the Mistley 

Caroe Gothic Society & she will talk on the life and work of Pugin. The Caroe Singers 

(formed in 2011 for the Caroe Hall centenary) will also be providing music and 

original songs (including their paean to Pugin, ‘God of Gothic’) before and after the 

lecture.  
Tickets £10 (Glass of wine & nibbles included) [Students/OAP/Concessions £5] 

 Available from David Stephenson   dgastephenson@btinternet.com   07719846699 

Cheques payable to DGA Stephenson [post to: 23 Carus Crescent, Colchester CO4 9FU] 

The Mistley Caroe Gothic Society ‘masthead’ was kindly drawn by Bob Allen (who is also a Caroe Singer) 


