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– APPENDIX 4 – 
 

Bell-cote designs at parish churches by EW Pugin, and Pugin & Ashlin  
 
28 of the parish churches by EW Pugin and Pugin & Ashlin were intended to have bell-cotes, all but one1 of 
which were built (but not always to the originally intended design, as was the case at [A(IIIa)-4, 36], whilst 
that projected for [A(IIIa)-52] was built to the more restrained design of Sebastian Pugin Powell, long after 
EW Pugin’s death – c.f. Figs.50a, b in the book. 
 

There are 4 categories of realised bell-cote designs. An unboldened entry signifies that the bell-cote was 
either never built, or was built to the design of another architect.  
 

The following illustrations (all from Private Collections) are representative of each category: 
 

a) Bell-cotes of planar (rectangular) cross-section [17 projected, 16 realised]:  
 

         
 

              Fig. 129                Fig. 130       Fig. 131 
 

             Birkdale [A(IIIa)-48]                                 Dover [A(IIIa)-60]                        Cleator [A(IIIa)-67] 
 

Inventory: [A(Ia)-1], [A(IIIa)-25, 37, 39, 40, 412, 42, 45, 48, 60, 61, 62, 67, 68, 71, 75], [F(Ia)-1]  
__________________________ 

 

b) Bell-cotes of square/octagonal tapering cross-section [5 projected, 4 realised]: 
 

                               
 

                              Fig. 132                Fig. 133               Fig. 134                   Fig. 135 
 

                   Liverpool [A(IIIa)-4]              Liverpool [A(IIIa)-15]         Whitehaven [A(IIIa)-36]         Gorton [A(IIIa)-52] 
 

Inventory: [A(IIIa)-4, 15, 363, 44, 524].  

 
1 The bell-cote intended for Harwich was never realised because originally there were insufficient funds to permit the western half of 
the church to be built (see [A(IIIa)-68]), and when it eventually was, it became the ritual East end of a re-orientated building.  
 

2 The bell-cote presently at [A(IIIa)-41] is not by EW Pugin, but is a later replacement of the original stone one. 
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c) Bell-cotes of square /octagonal cross-section, the base of which straddles the ridge of the 
nave roof just E of the W gable [5 projected, 5 realised]: 
 

                                  
  

               Fig. 136               Fig. 137                    Fig. 138 
 

                                  Warwick [A(IIIa)-14]             Ashford [A(IIIa)-43]        Barking [A(IIIa)-57] 
 

Inventory: [A(IIIa)-12, 14, 32, 43, 57]   
____________________________ 

 

d) Bell-cotes of chisel termination [1 projected, 1 realised]:  
 

                                      
    

              Fig. 139           Fig. 140           Fig. 141        Fig. 142 
 

                 Sheerness [A(IIIa)-31]                Dublin [A(IIIa)-23]                Stafford [A(IIIb)-11]           Ratcliffe [A(Va)-4] 
            
 

Inventory: [A(IIIa)-31]   
 
Note: Figs.139-140 show the similarity of the bell-cote at Sheerness with the very much larger W tower at the 
Augustinian church in Dublin [A(IIIa)-23], whose chisel spire is related to that which featured in the first design for the 
church in Stafford [A(IIIb)-11(Fig.141)], which was never built. Fig.142 shows the bell-cote at Ratcliffe College chapel 
[A(Va)-4], which is clearly related to that at Sheerness.  

 
3 The bell-cote here (Fig.134) is by EWP, but is not as designed originally, but is identical to that built at [A(IIIa)-44] the following 
year – see Figs. 10a, 30b in the book. 
 

4 The design shown in Fig.135 was never realised; instead, one by S Pugin Powell was erected in 1911 – cf Figs.50 in the book. 
 


